[Prolonged-release drug formulations for parenteral administration. Part II. Microspheres and implants for injection].
Microspheres and implants are injectable drug forms, which by special design and selection of appropriate excipients, provide for a long time constant release rate of an active substance in the body. Development of both would not be possible without advances in polymer technology and invention of safe and biocompatible polymers such as: polyesters, vinyl acetate derivatives or silicones. Polymeric matrices provide retardation of drug release--for some implants up to a few years. In addition, this paper presents examples of all commercially available medicinal products containing microspheres and implants, currently registered in Poland, together with their characteristics: composition, time course and frequency of administration. Comments are also enclosed on frequently occurring inconsistent terminology in pharmaceutical forms.